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were naturally anxious to know as much as possible and
asked to be taken to army headquarters, as had been
arranged. But as usual it had been decided that we
should be pushed back so that we should see as little as
possible of what was happening. The lieutenant seemed
to be upset even that we had been talking to stragglers
in Vouziers. His orders were that we should be taken
to Verdun which was near the new headquarters. Ver-
dun then seemed a long way from the battle but we had
to go. There was no question of returning to Cambrai,
where we had left all our clothes in the rooms reserved
for us by the military authorities, as the Germans were
advancing rapidly in that direction. Only two days
before we had protested at being sent so far from the
front line as Cambrai ! We stayed the night at Verdun
and the next morning Captain Massis arrived from
G.H.Q. He had been told by the lieutenant that we
had been talking with soldiers from the front line at
Vouziers and he also was annoyed, taking pains to
explain that they were obviously not representative' of
the French Army. He insisted that we should go back
to Paris as quickly as possible but said that he could
not have us motored there as all the press cars (there
were eight allocated to each army) were needed for
other work. We protested strongly at being sent back
just at a moment when we could justify our existence
as war correspondents, and give accounts to the French
and British Press of* the gallant fight being put up by
the French armies. Instead of only seeing the stragglers
we could have seen something of the fighters* But it